
Christian metaphysics, 
epistemology and ethics chart

HIS BEING

Infinite, eternal, 
unchangeable, 

full of holy 
attributes.

HIS 
KNOWLEDGE

Ultimate,
Self

contained

HIS WILL

Ultimate,
Self determined

HIS TRUTH

Corresponding 
to His nature

HIS 
CREATION
Separate.

Author of the 
very act of 

creating as well 
as substance

DECREE

Sovereign

PRECEPT
Moral law 

flowing from 
His character

BEING

Created and 
sustained by 

God

KNOWLEDGE

Derivative 
through 

revelation, 
faith, sense
(including 

conscience) 
and reason.

WILL 
(In relation to 
God’s decree)

Subordinate
To God’s 

sovereign plan 
outworked in 
providence

WILL 
(In relation to 

God’s precept)

Contained within 
bounds.

Free to disobey 
but only within 

the constraint of 
God’s decree

TRUTH

Derivative 
through 

revelation, 
faith, sense 
and reason.

(Ultimately, faith 
in revelation 

being 
foundational).

CREATION

Part of it. 
Both stands 
within and 
dependent 

upon


